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A SYMBOL OF
NATIONAL PRIDE

H.E. Eng. Mohamed Saif Al
Afikham, Director General,
Fujairah Municipality

Intpgrating local maition and HGfestyle
with the conservation of mimitabie
wildlif= and natuzal habdtiis s the
nrimary (o of Fuggialy e we ore
petablizhing Wadl Woarnvuh National
Park

It is important to protect the oatorl and
vultural heritage of this unique place

i o way thist alighs with the vision of
progresi and growth for oor couniiy,

It takes careful planning to always

keep the envipanmental integrity of

the ecosystems thatl suppolt it flora

and fourns ak s moin emphasie ond the
cornerstione of the project.

Yet establishing & national park isn't
easy, It takes time and undenitunding of
the delicate scosystem anid the balance
o lile within the ares. It ales toke=s o
sigmificint capital investment. This

g why working collaboratively with
srientists, conservatinnists, businesses
und other parthes has been ueeful in the
entablishment process and will be the
model we will comtinue to follow.

The aren has atirpeted much attention
gince it wos declared o protected arep

by His Highpess Shelikh Hamad hin
Maohuoamed Al Shargl nnd lster declyred
g wirtland of imternastonal importance
nnder the Ramsar Convention. Thisisa
highly important recognition for an arid
reghon, as it shows us how lmportant the

ntionn] park ke for wildlife, such 4 the

rure Arnbian tahr snd mipratory birda,

‘Wadi Wurzyah Noational Park is ke oo

other, Its d momtaing, where onr
antéstors survived and thrived, anva
charm thot cannot be relaved through
words. The area is peaceful and calo. It
reminds me of our roots, and | greatly
believe that the natignal park will allow
all Emiratis o fiee] eloger o nature and
invit= our diverse communities and
thvase who visit our douniry Lo share
what we see—that not all wilderness has
to be green o be great, it can still be the
plrieet home firimportant species.
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UNDERSTANDING
THE NATURAL
WONDERS OF

WADI WURAYAH

1da Tillisch, Director General,
EWS-WWF

Natuite 35 fmgile, yet remiirkible.
MNowher= exemoplifios thi betrer than
the mgmmitnins and the focibills of Wadi
Wimayah National Park in Pajplolh.

Al Erat glanes, the rugsed lantdeczpe
nppenrs birren und desolile Tt s o Tind
of ook o bt s Tiere iw dittde
phods in the heat of the day

But look eloses and you will discover a
wurld you never knew,

Cirassis nnd Nowers sproat from unlkeby
crevices. A damselfly hovers over fuah
trapped in  rock poal of water, A saake
warms itself in the sun, and migratory
birds risfuel An Arabian tahr siips over
thie vocks with case, while s curioos
caraonl stalks its prev,

Uneovering the nnigiie workings of Wadl
Wairyah's water system and the life i
supparts is the day-to-day reality for our
dedicated and talented team of scientists
and constrvationists. We are gathering a
greater understanding of this wonddrous
Lindscape and low to beat congenve the
wildlife that depends on it for survival
while pireserving its deep-sented culturnd
ned Mistorical significance,

This ks vital not anly for the wildiife

that vesides within the Wadi but slso

for the communities that depend on the
resonres provided byt tho eoosystem,

it is only through the protection of
nature that we can etgure humanity's
well-heing,

wadl Wuruyah Nutional Park is the
realisation of o shared viston Its ereation
is conrresy of the viglonary raler of
Firjuiruh, His Highness Sheikh Hamul
hin Mnhmnmuﬂaﬂﬂhqu

for decreeing o national park be formed
e Wi Wornynh, withr the commitred
backing of the crown prines of Fujairah,
His Highness Sheikh Mobamméd bin
Hamnd Al Shurgi. EWS-WWF is griteful
far this forward ladking leadership,
which will benefit not only noture snd
wildlife, but the future generations of
ressidents and visitors.

Thieprivate-pubilie purinesship with
Fujairah Government, HSBC Bank

Midetle East Lid and other private sector

companies as well ag EWS-WWF has

proved (o be 3 winning formule in the

first steps of establiching the UAE's first
national par

i the next phase; EWS-WWEF wili
continue its support through conducting

sclentific research at the Water Research
und Lenrning Progromume (WIRLE,
which was esizhlished m 201 in
partnership with Fujairnh Municipality,
HSBC Hﬁmtmddleﬂm ftd, and
Earthwateh Instituts, We ane sxcited
abuut future conssreation Bucoesses ind
shariny the watidet of Wadl Wurayah
PrOETAMIME § CHIZen ACientists,
Seeing their enthusiamm for wildlife is
beitiful. We know that ones kdndled,

o love fur the great outdosts is a fite
that can never be put cut, and we look
farward {o sharing that experience with:
oy ever-growing cohort of participants
i the years to come

I'm forever groteful o the governmerit
of Fujnirsh for préserving Wadl

Wuraysh and itz stunning nature and for

weleoming EWS-WWF and thie WRLP
prrtieipints so warmly in the Emimtes
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SUPPORTING

\ATED
.'[." _EH

Sabrin Rahman, Head of Corpornte
Sustasinability MENA, HSBC Bank
Middle East

W have beer proudly mpporimg, the
nogRing onservatiinn work i Wadi
Wirayah for more than elzht years as
it is an important part of the UAK's
Hutbaral duvirodament.

Preserving noture s a fiundamental
carmnerstone of the HSBC sustaimability
ugenda globally, and we are committed
1o suppolting partners such as the
EWS-WWT m wirking townrds o
betier understanding of the UAE's
natural biodiversity.

Over the vears, we hive besn privileged
1o witness the results of the work in
Wadi Winsynh, such as-the discovery
of a Tare 0wl residing in the area,
ilentified anly by itg call. We know that
there le mch more to be done and that
pollaboration is the key to sucoess. |

om particulardy provd of the support

HEBE Bank Middle Enst has provided

in sponsaring the development and
delivery of the Witer Resaarch and
Leprning Programme. Lo addition to our
sponsorship, over oo HSBC colleagues
fram across the Middle East and North
Afmica have spent over 5,000 homs
helping scientists eallect data in Wi
Wurayah National Park. Together,

they hnve generated large amounts of
relevunt spientific datn and pessted with
the mondtoring of key habitats withn
the park. Experiences such as working
wlongeide seientipte nre vital in educating
peaple on How significant water i Lo the
circle of life nnd the pressing need to
conserve it.

I ook fusward 1o séeing more posithve
outvomes from the work being done

in Wadl Wormah National Par dnd
fram the Woter Research and Learming

Programms in the years to come,
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'Pucked away n the majestic Hajar Moontains, located
Bettwweieh the ancient towns of Bidivah, Masaft and Diblas,
i ome of the |ast freshwater resources in the Middle East—

Widl Wornyah.

Thearea, onee home to early human settiers. is vuitnyally
and historically important thanks to the discovery of ancient
archaeological sites including setilements, gravevards, Inon
Apge tomls and rock earvings, dating ns far back 55 300 0C,
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The cartly settlers lived in hormony
with matur, borrowing from the land
and snpporting their limited mombers
with litte poticeable impact an the
Wadli environment,
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Watel lsthe =gnres of dll 1He. Monitoring
of the freshwater egpsystems,; whilch are
mnportant components of the national
park, ensures ji= sustainability for both
wildlife-nnd eontourizm.
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Thanks to Waidl Worayah's unigque geology nnd climate, the
tock formation allows the catchment of rainfall from s wide
ares, making it one of the fow sources af permanent suriace
witer present all year-round m the UAE.
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T0 DATE, 1,454 SP tIES HAVE BEEN II]ENTiFIE[I IN
THE NATIONAL PARK, YET THE INVENTORY IS FAR
FROM COMPLETE.
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Crwpr-time, mar sojentits become oqpmienced . predicting loeations of camivores, Thie etk =

tih propecly alico camers tropae to eeptiere ther Imnges and resimireh them - photo: Arabisn Red Fox
[(Vulpes rulpes amitdea)
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The venamuii Crnen Carepet
Vipar (Eefin ymimeniis) m strike
pusltion
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Crml-wpcier frvam the Thumsiiss family. Pliore showkng the strong
eemdinl dimarphismy maly = siiting oo the bicoal fhe E=meale, much
rrrmdler, andd of ditterent coloar.







WY

¥ Tl Ll - EW=-

Mupeat Mouss- piilegd Bal ROl s i) )




S XTI T sl el Bl LAY BT

Thie Smd bat LR uriepieareds nosiprfos) {8 s species of vespere hat Shoerepiesivies noendis wéiun disrerepied o WIWNP in October =015

Sl =T

isanon 1



WARNSEAAS 1IN miaa ) NP m




SRPIESS IPRFRCR I S e PRy PP R | t.:.,h;m.m TS PPV EPETIA R P

o Woadlh Dhrtyad | Aretbipsigang Lhidfidi}, four paies of fespales luphig e wihile puales hold antu
tham o i snfernidion from gther males

B il T EWE A



a3 o L W a0 g il B 58
Thir Searlet phingernel, knmen [nainlly ss Zoilg al'bin LAnagallls arprmsis ),




ol fytais e Bake’ 1 pa bl b SH a2
Tuklng pvery cluncs, the sl Mosermy plants bloam sfter e (Contauriim jdohehon) Fmily Gentispuveos.

= Bambi i Sty | EWE AN



i irlipel Fasbeamm J ESYE- I

0048 Ry il IVl L2 i) e e 250 (g ) Lt

Orver =50 sprmies of tnverteboates hos boen reonrded by end -'uf.:mtﬁ.

- g -
Cirtilaiad frifritadipe Lyt

0 Pelilja S | S



Mri|ibugpes lisyeatijpes,

2 rhpa Pk | SN



FARKA-EAET P e B 5

e

-_"_'.--_l.i_-

The Wiltow Leaf Pig | Fcar comdare saticifofin} from the bz tamily

| I—il—.



}
b
|

=

£
ﬁ..
o
=
E
2
£
U

-'1'.‘ i 'lll Ll

= ; ¥
B b I F.'I-.‘
-i.“..l I|:._-l _.._rij!u. .1.'-'-# -.d.._..l.l:. 18l Jhd
A bonutiiil Howier that seu see year sotnd whetever wobds s prosent [ Nerfun olespdir).




AT

M A LEER T SR | EVY

VL PCP A P
Muantidae fpmite,



Hed Bael Spider from the genus Librodeetn was lound moibe Mationel Park sesr thee waierfoll
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Previous extebenes of nature in Wadi Worsyah is somewhal
different from today. The dismvery of oll steired the
expansion of the UAE in'‘an unprecedented way in just

45 short years. Such p rapidiy growing population has
Increased the pressares on the naiural environment.

From ectensive urbanisation and Tand reclamation (o
NHmited resouresa i strict leplslntion ond environmisatal
protection at a{edeial lovel, oirr natoral world Hos saffered
ot the expense of fast-paced dovelopment,
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As a vestlt of these sudden changes, many patural hubitats
hitve betert degraded, Frajmented o lost entirely.

The tomadsenpe of Wadi Woravah s faving threats to

its delicate erosystems. Thix includes urbanisation,
explattation of its fresh water resources, and overgrazing
of the sree vegetution by farpl goats and donleye 1tis
important thit Jung-term dconservation meakates are put
m place anid carefolly monitored.

Littering. vandalism and wildlife retreating to remote
areas to avald dishrbiance from the pubilie are some i the
miut widesprend impacts and thrents the Wadi wildlife
have experienced. ' -
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wueh g the Arabdan Leoparsd, Arablan gavedle gl Arablan
Tahr m Wodl Wirnyah over the last thrde decades

Vragile, arid fauna and dors that connot withstand such
high levels of stress were threatened with extinetion entil
¥ the closure of the national parkin 2013,
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Scientists wern rrerated o all ower the wordd o nmrl:.'tnn s et bife
smething ot i ushly duss in the past
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Clesm upy the Wadl eswits srzansind by Puiniral Monkipalits, Many
urgariaitions of Phe prhibe soctor perticipsted to help B the fressare an
the ecusyitem.
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Widl Woraysh s 8 malural wonder, and the UAE s now

tnkng significant steps (o protect this nndseaps and better
wnderstond its mzamoes,
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In December 2005, EWS-WWF and Fujairnh Municipality signed an agreement that
inftiated & flourishing partnership, At the time, the goal of the partnership was to
afsess anid evaluste the potential of Wadl Wrayah in becoming the first mountain
protected srew i the UAL

EWS-WWF was [nter appointed by the government of Fuynirniy to spearhiead the
develppment of the National Park and to make it compliant with best infernational
standards. mﬁwm dream of rreating an outstanding protected landseape sturted to
tirn it p red
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o Ve cenitre A Shemms, frreer Head of Corporate Snetessatimty’ i the Mnkdls Esst fop FSE0 who (e oo part of
Wl Wurnyah jiire freen th very beginmine
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Wadl Wurnysh National Park owes gréat gratitude to the longstanding pariner,
HEHC Bank Middle Hast Lid., whose invalvement dates back 1o 2006 when the:
bank funded a baseline survey, HSBC hus since supputted ongoing research in

the Nutlunal Park such as the establishment f the Witer Research and Learning
Programme, the first-6-its-kind eitizen-scivnce teaining progromme in the Middle
East,

In sddition, over 500 HEBO volunteers will spend five days ot the Wadi valunteering
alongside our selentists to perfarm water tests, connt dragonflies and dumselflies,
capture and messure tonds and check camern teapy,
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A three-year The survey Hiz Highniss
WURAYAH greemedt s highlights thi Shaildy Hamad

signed by EWS- great potential bin Mohammaed.

WWF and Fuiairah af creating Al Shargi officially
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ne the country's
first mountnin

pntminlufme protecied area.
WHl#ltnhmnm en

THE PROTECTED AREA COVERS 220.4 KM,
COMPRISING THE FOLLOWING:
PAHK THE CORE ZONE OF 118 KM

THE BUFFER ZONE DF 92KM*
ZUN ES THE ECOTOURISM ZONE OF 8.4 KWW



B s
fly diamn e
e el g1 R 01
Ada ‘i.‘-'ii-lgr!l“l .55
Lt s W bl
glecal y 2 mLOY i.aJ.

November 2a1n;
The Wadlis
dirclarsd ma
n wetland of

internationol

imgrartumnee by
Ramsnr.

r'JH-'.i:i"_,._,L.
faess bl
=_|-,=-t-'|-t tIJIJL.?l

gl | Ry sl

el gl 3 gl

MY padians
malip Jas v
abad] bl aatazl!

LW S i E A 1]

Jf:'.iia-h-igg-'ﬂ baa tlaaly @lat ol

i pemdll 2 Roasle
o]

Mnrch 2013
The ereution of
thit nutional park
tegins [ollowing
the appointment
ol EWS-WWH by
the g._uuﬂ-m:umt
of Fighiizah to
spiearhend its:
development.
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September 2013:
Witer Research
and Learning
Progrimms
imitiatied along
wilh impartant
conserevation and

reseatch aetivities

implemented

to develop the
natinnal park.
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Presérving and restoring habitats and wildlife & the ultimate
researchand conservation goal. To actuove this, EWS-WWE
works in five key areas 1o better understand the following:

THE POPULATION OF CARNIVORES

ENTANGERED UNGULATES SUCH AS ARABIAN TAHR AND ARABIAN GAZELLE
TERRESTHIAL VEGETATION

UTHER TERRESTHIAL VERTEBRATES

THE FRESHWATER ECOSYSTEM
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CARNIVORE
POPULATION
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Understanding the sustainability of carnivone populatinns ks important, as they area
critical part in any food chiain. By preving or feeding on herbivores, they reduce their
numbers;, muimtaimng the amount of naturally growing vegetation e the ames; and
by that; they ensure the healthy fonctioning of the BLOsyATem. ‘t'o nchiove a high level
of understantling, studying their ecological requirements in termts of diet and home
range and continugusly monitoring their population are estential,







1hall Adyegll jalgall calgl

ENDANGERED
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The nutive pogulintes suchas the Arnbian by and moonton gueelle are |ooally
extinct from the Wadi mountain ranges becanse of the pressures of urbanisation and
poaching, yet they are a crucial part of Wi life, Restoring {eir populatiot through
reinfnreement and redntrpduction of animald i paramount



=ansin Minis F B W

R e ETCLTRLE X SRCNE EERIN UG f PSPPSR PRS- vt LN W L P 2
Apatt Wt dliag sl ey gaitly

Several parts of the park, where solter slopes amd gravel sregs ane preeent, mpresent
zaltulile Psliitate fie the Arahinn Gazolle, whleh hes beet) throstened by i sceivities
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TERRESTRIAL
VEGETATION
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1t ks erurial to assess and menitor the divenity and abundance
of plant species in the drea In onder ti identify the capucity'of
the Wadl in sustaining the herbivore population that feeds on
the vegetation. [t equally important 1o nssess the effects of
pvergrazing resulting from introdoced species such as feral
paats, which compets with the same resources required by
native spiecies,
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A halistic understanding of the smaller wildlife that depends
on the Wadl fur survival is crocial if the whole écosyatent is

o thrive. Knowledge of these species his been developied by
studying nnd monitoring the bird community charpctenistios
of the Hajur Mountaing, as well 22 the communities of reptilis
anl rodents
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One of the key dctivities securning in Wadi Wuravah
Natonal Park o camers teapping. Motion senagr caneres are
stratigienlly placed In variobs sites avound the natbnnl park
mn Inft for witeks oo maonthe atn time,

When an neimal passesin from of the camera; it detects the
moveinent and tales a photo,

The phaltos are then collécted, and daota is recordead for
nnniysia

The photas help to dentify the nomber of animals o
spevits, their mange, their demogmphivs and whethier they are
reproducing fue the nest generntion
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Wadl' Wurayvah will one day serveas an outdoor
experience thmt will raise awareness pmong visitors
and nearby residents. it will offer great opportunities
fur hunds-on environmental sducation for the public
as well i schinele ' '
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Exciting hildiny place fur visiturs whe ape after some adeentuse bn audinee
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Correnthy. there are n nimber df bpportunities thet provide
etucation ond mwirenes on the mmpartones of Wadi
Wiraynh and congerving its fopsyrtem.
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The Water Ressaech and Learning Programme wan extablished with the support of
HSBC's Global Water Purtnership in September 2013, ' '

The programme s the result of collnborative work between EWS-WWF, Earthwatch
Institute UK, HSEC Middle East and Fuiairah Mumnicipality, It aims to train and
certity 1,500 Cltizen Science Leider who will cuntinue the messsge of caring for the
etrvironment by the end of [ts five-year term.
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Voliinteer sciontists visit the Wadl from October to

April svery vieir, They contrifurte bo witer researeh and
consETvanon activities while lparming more about

global amd reginnal freahiwsler Bsaee. To compilete

their Citizen Sciente Leder tralning, they prove their
pomumitment to the evironmental cause anid share wha!
they hove learnsd daring the progrinme by pledging to
comaerve fTreshwnter in thelr own lives and ingpire others
sraund them to do the seme.
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Al the efforts, hurd work and
dedicated supporiers share a vision:

Wadi Wuruyal National Park i an
outstanding example of sifactive
ermvirnnmentil eonservation

M AESITHITT i the TBEHI
contributing to social, culinral and
econumic development through
edluoutinn, revreation and seotoucism,

Aigll

THE VISION
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With all the joined efforts, Wadi
Wuravah will be a svimbol of nationat
pride promoting conservation,
ecotourism and education; leading
the country’s nntute conservation
movmtient and uitimately connecting
peophs with nature
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Whadi snd conservi its biodiversity.

A special thank you to the project team manoging the Water Research and Learning
Progmmine:

Dana Knmali, Managier of Corporate Sustalonbility, MENA (HSBC)
Ernndl Hope. Corporate Sustninability Minager MENA (HSBEC)
Rizwnn Mahmauod, WRL Programme Manager (EWS-WWE)
Samantha Hayes, Programme Coordinator (Earthwatch)

Yuur foture support I8 welcomed o8 the notional pardk conthmes to take shapies,
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ABOUT EMIRATES WILDLIFE SOCIETY - WWF

Emirates Wildlife Sociity i a natinnal | UAE) environmental non-govemmental
organisation established in 2001 noder the patronage of HH Sheilh Hamdan bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s representative in the western region and Chairmean of
Environment Ageney-Abu Dlabi.

Emirates Wildlife Sociely worksin association with WWF, one of the world's largest
and most respected independent conservation organisations, with cifices in 100
couniries The association 15 commaonly lmown as EWS-WWF,

Our vision &= to build a futire where bumans live in larmony with natsre.

Our miggion bs 1o consetve natire and reducs the most peessing threats (b the
environment. We work with pedple and institutions in the UAE and regitn, o
mplement conservation salotions through science, reseavch; polivy, education and
NWHPEDESE:

For more information please visit uae. pandu.org















